
 
 

Perry G. Shadrach 
Private Company K, 

2nd Ohio Voluntary Infantry Regiment 
No. 287.125 

 

Pension Records, Letters 
 and 

Transcriptions 
 

Review of these records will show the following: 
 

1) Perry G. Shadrach was an enlisted soldier in the 2nd Ohio 
Voluntary Infantry and therefore eligible for the Medal of 
Honor. 

2) Perry G. Shadrach, Charles P. Shadrach and Phillip G. 
Shadrach were one and the same person. 

3) Perry G. Shadrach volunteered for and participated in the 
taking of the locomotive at Big Shanty, was captured, 
tried by court martial and executed as a spy. 

 

These records also indicate that: 
1) Elizabeth Griffin, Perry G. Shadrach’s sister, tried 

relentlessly through the pension claim process to obtain 
her brothers back pay, bounty and commutation of 
rations while serving in the Rebel prison but was 
unsuccessful.   

2) Elizabeth Griffin was labeled an opportunist by notes in 
the file. 
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Brad Quinlin - Request for Military Records 
Source: 

National Archives and Records Administration 
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Brothers and Sisters Claim for Pension 
Filed: OCTOBER 19, 1881 
 
Claim for Pension 287.125 by Elisabeth Griffin, Joseph Griffin 
and Mathew Dillon, Mount Pleasant Twp., Westmoreland 
County, Pa. 

 
(Partial transcription)  
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Claim No.  287.125 
Elizabeth Griffin 

Stahlstown Westmoreland Co. Pa 
Sister of 

Perry G. Shadriach 
Private Co. K 2nd Ohio Infantry 

Died at Chattanooga 
Aug. 1862 Executed by Rebels 

REJECTED/ABANDONED 
October 21, 1881. 

 
(Partial transcription) 
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 Treasury Department 

Second Auditor Office 
Washington D. C. Dec. 21, 1881 

 
Madam: 
 The Adjutant General of the Army reports the name 
of Phillip G. Shadrack is not borne on the rolls of Co. K 2nd 
Ohio Infantry.  If you will state when and where the 
soldier enlisted, his age at the time, color of his hair, eyes, 
and complexion and his occupation prior to entering the 
service, a further search will be made. 
       

Respectfully 
      O. Ferriss 
 Mrs. Elizabeth Griffin  Auditor 
  Stahlstown, Penn.  
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   Stalstown Westmoreland Co. Pa 
Hon Second Assistant Adjutant General 
 Sir  I received your note stating that you could not 
find the name of Phillip G. Shadrack on the rolls of 2 Ohio 
Regiment Co. K it is not Phillip it is Perry G. Shadrack he 
was sent by the government as spy and captured engine 
and was captured by the Rebels and taken to 
Chattanooga as prisoners and then was taken to Atlanta 
and executed ______ him and six of his companions their 
names as follows J J Andrews of Kentuck, Campbell both 
_______ of Kentuck the balance all belonged to the 2 
Ohio George D. Wilson Co. B Marion A. Ross Co A Perry G. 
Shadrack Co K this the man we want to know about but 
will give you the names of the seven.  Samuel Slavens Co 
G 33 regiment Ohio Samuel Scott 21 Regiment the reason 
we give all the names of all the men is there must be War 
record such matter as allows ______the man we want to 
find is Perry G. Shadrack we would the evidence you 
wanted but the man that gives the description has been 
absent for some time will return in one week or so and I 
am not able to get an agent I just must get some neighbor 
to do anything for me so you must excuse all the mistakes 
   Remains your obedient servant 
 
Postmarked Jan 28, 1882   X Elisabeth Griffin 
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  Sthalstown Westmoreland Co Pa at July 24, 1882 

 
Dear Sir I have tried to get the description you requested 
of Perry G. Shercek the man and woman that raised him 
are old and cannot mind exactly but thinks he enlisted 
sometime in the last of August or in September 1861.  His 
age 21 his hair they suppose would be called light or 
autumn.  Eyes light or gray complexion fair his occupation 
before his labor.  He was ________ but he had not worked 
that for some he labored.  Could not tell which he called 
himself when he enlisted.  He was about five feet six and 
one half inches height he was small man he was captured 
at Chattanooga Tennessee and was taken to Atlanta 
Georgia and was executed in August 1862 with the 
following gentleman 
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        Oct 27th 1882 
    Stahlstown West Co. Pa 
Dear Sir 
I hope you have found the records of P. G. Shedrick 
Company K 2nd Ohio Infantry No 287 125 I am as I told you 
before that I am poor woman and agent is always wanting 
for a dollar for expenses and there is always something if 
you would send them that they want more as I am poor 
and will have hard times to get my Children through the 
winter.  I hope you will be merciful please excuse me for 
approaching your Hon and ______ Your obedient 
servant 
_____ A griffin           her  

Elizabeth X Griffin 
any _________           mark 
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  Sthalstown Nov. 9th    Postmarked Nov 13, 1882 
 
Dear Sir I will just state to you that Mrs. Griffin has no agent 
but yourself which his application will show and Mrs. 
Ramsey has C D Pernnelakec & Sons but she thinks he is 
not pushing it for it is old case.  Mrs. Griffin would like to 
hear from his claims for she has no agent only as she gets 
some neighbor to write for her.  I am no agent for his or 
any other person.  I always put name where it whose it 
ought to be _____ ______ some for _____ but I never 
charge anything I do for them  
Remains your Obedient servant 
       A Douglass 
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   Department of Interior, 
     Pension office, 
      January 24, 1883 

 
Request to furnish official evidence…  …the death of Perry 
G. Shadriach, Private Co. K, 2nd Regiment of Ohio Vols. 
Executed by the Rebels Aug. 1862. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Please return this circular with your report. 
Claim No 287.125 
   Very respectfully, 
      W.W. Dudley 
      Commissioner 

 (Partial transcription) 
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    War Department 
287,125   Adjutant General’s Office 

Washington, Feb 14, 1883 
 

Charles P. Shadrach, a private of Co. K 2nd Regiment 
Ohio…… 
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………… 
 
Hung at Atlanta Ga. June 18, 1862 by Rebel Authorities.  
The name Perry G. Shadriach is not borne.  Prisoner of 
War Records furnish no information. 

 
 (Partial transcription) 
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State of Pennsylvania   Postmarked Feb 27, 1883 
County of Westmoreland 
 In the matter of claim No 287.125 of Elizabeth Griffin 
as sister of Perry G. Shadrich, late of Co. K 2nd Ohio Vol- for 
back pay and Bounty.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Personally, appears before me the subscriber Martin N. 
Stauffer a Justice of the Peace in and for said County and 
State, Christian N. Lonabaugh age 72 years whose Post 
office address is Laurelville? Westmoreland County Penn- 
Who after being by me duly sworn according to law Saith 
on his oath that he was well acquainted with Robert 
Shadrich and Elizabeth Shadrich his wife that Robert 
Shadrich died in the fall of 1854 and his said Elizabeth 
Shadrich died in the Spring of 1843 and that the said 
soldier had neither Brothers nor Sisters under the age of 
sixteen years of age, and was not married, at the time of 
his death nor before and that said soldier was born 1841 
and that Robert and Elizabeth Shadrich were married in 
1834 or 1835. And that there is but one Brother and two 
Sisters of the said soldier now living and that there are no 
Heirs of the soldiers deceased Brothers now living and that 
he is not interested in the prosecution of this claim.          
Christian N. Lonabaugh 
------Affirmed and subscribed to before me this 19th 1883 
at Mt. Pleasant in the County of Westmoreland and State 
of Pennsylvania Certify that I am not interested in this 
claim, that the affiant is to me known and is respectable 
and worthy of merit as a witness and that contents of the 
affiant were made known to him before he signed it- and 
that my certificate of official character is on file at 
Washington City D.C. 
      Martin N. Stauffer 
      Justice of the Peace 
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Department of the Interior 
PENSION OFFICE 

Washington D. C.  May 25, 1883 
 

Madam:-     Postmarked Aug 2, 1883 
 Your claim for pension No 287. 125, as sister of Perry 
G. Shadriach, late of Co K 2 Ohio Vols, was rejected May 
23, 1883 on the ground that you were over sixteen years 
of age at the soldiers death as shown by your declaration 
and evidence on file. 
 Under existing laws there is no period of time for 
which you are entitled to a pension. 
       Very respectfully 
       Wm. W Dudley 
        
 Commissioner 
Mrs. Elizabeth Griffin 
Stahlstown 
Westmoreland Co. 
Penna.       

*Comment note – 
     One just whoever she  

      can get to rite a little for her 
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 Miscellaneous Notes – No pension allowed. 
  

(No Transcription) 
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War of Rebellion  

 DEPENDENT Sister  
 
Claim No. 287.125 
     Title 
 

Elizabeth Griffin  sister,  of Perry G. Shadriach  
who was a Private (pensionable rank  Private) in Co K 2 Ohio Vols 

 
Submitted for Rejection, approved – May 23, 1883 

 
     signed, Assistant Chief 

 
(Partial transcription)  
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  Stahlstown June 2 1883 

 
Hon. Wm W. Dudley 
 Dear Sir Mrs. Elizabeth Griffin never asked for a 
pension.  She just asked for her brothers back pay and 
bounty if he has any coming to him which your Honor 
knows if the governor owes him any and there are also 
commutation of rations while in the rebel prison but if 
there is nothing coming she wants nothing.  She is a poor 
woman and should be honorably dealt with. 
      Very Respectfully Yours 
       Ambrose Griffin 
 Wm. W. Dudley 
Commissioner of Pensions 
 Please have this Case Examined carefully she never 
claimed a pension just his bounty and pay and rations 
while in prison.  The war records will show that he was 
Hung by the Rebels.  She has no person to do any for her 
only as she gets some 
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    War Department 
ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
      Washington, April 4th, 1885 

 

Respectfully referred to the Commission of Pensions 
Charles P. Shadrach, a private of Company K 2 Regiment 
Ohio Infantry Volunteers 

 
Prisoner of War Records show him engaged in taking 

the Engine at Big Shanty Ga. April 12, 1862, Captured by 
Confederates and tried by Court Martial as a spy and was 
hung at Atlanta Ga. June 1862.  This information has been 
found Since Feby 14 1883 and is furnished in lieu of 
negative report from said records to the Commissioner of 
Pensions on that date. 

       
Signed (?) 

       
    Assistant Adjutant General 
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 287.125 

In the back pay and bounty claim of Elizabeth Griffin for 
her Brother Perry G. Shedrick she comes to _____ _____ 
she has no agent but you.  She is poor and it is but small 
matter and will not pay to employ attorney and do not 
amount to much.  She say his service can be easy for he 
was caught by the rebels and hanged then at Atlanta 
Georgia she says you ______ this you confer favor as she 
knows nothing about those matters   very 
Respectfully yours 
       John Douglass 
Wm W Dudley     for Elizabeth Griffin 
Commissioner of Pensions 
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Now Sir I am no agent nor attorney for those persons but 
I am never afraid to put my name to anything right.  Now 
this case of Mrs. Elisabeth Griffin I am like the ______ just 
_______ she _______ ______ with her continually 
________ she says she has no agent but your Hon she 
cannot write and she is very poor her claim is for back pay 
and bounty that is what she applies for and for God Sake 
have it settled for her I live handy and she always asking 
me if it settled now _____ I cannot ask you by no higher 
nor better authority than I have 
  Co K 2 Ohio Regiment Inf. 
  287,125    A Douglass 
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Requesting Abstract of Evidence 
Treasury Department 

office of 
THE AUDITOR FOR THE WAR DEPARTMENT 

 
          Washington D. C. July 25, 
1901 
Hon. Commissioner of Pensions 
 
Sir: 
 Please transmit an abstract of any evidence on file in 
your office in the case of Perry G. Shadrich (alleged) Private 
Co. K 2nd Ohio Inf. tending to show the marriage of said 
soldier and the names and addresses of all his brothers and 
sisters, also showing that the said Perry G. Shadrich and 
Charles P. Shadrach Co. K 2nd Ohio Inf, were one and the 
same person 
 
Claimants:  

Elizabeth Griffin, et al. as brothers and sisters 
 Post office address:  Donegal, Pa. 
 No. of pension claim:  No. 287,125. 
        F.E. Rittman 
Postmarked July 26, 1901       Auditor 
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Miscellaneous Records 
 Department of Interior,  
 Bureau of Pensions.  
 Soldier:  Charles P. Shadrach 
 Priv. Co. 2 O. Inf. 
 July 6, 1906 
 Sister orig 287.125 
 Perry G. Shadrack 
 

Also: Claim Rejected May 23, 1883 

(Partial transcription)  
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Envelope to:  Wm. W. Dudley from Stahlstown 
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